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Preface

Woven from the strands of our history, inscribed in
the very heart of our national identity, the notarial
institution is the living eexovre of many thousands
of notaries who recorded throughout the centuries
a fundamental dimension in the development of
our society.

The notarial profession as an institution was
transplanted from France to Canada to preserve the
traces of the past and, in so doing, to bear witness
to the social and economic emancipation of the
community to which it belongs.

In this respect, the year 1997 marked an important
milestone in the history of this profession, for it
coincided with the 150" anniversary of the creation

of the first Chambers of Notaries in July 1847.

This then was the moment chosen by Québec’s
Chamber of Notaries to offer the public an exhibit
accompanied by a catalogue which recounts the
significant role played by the notaries in their
respective milieu.

I congratulate those persons who conceived the idea
of mounting this exhibit on the occasion of the 150
anniversary as well as the authors for the wealth
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and quality of their research. Such an accom-
plishment illustrates in an eloquent fashion the fact
that notaries have always been agents of dynamism
and culture in Québec society.

Denis Marsolais, notary
President

Chamber of Notaries of Québec
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Some have often dared to state that notaries pushed
their concern for the past into becoming backward-
looking and, for this reason, constituted a retrograde
group, frozen in time.

What is not known is that notaries were involved in all
of the major controversies of their day. Some of them
mounted the scaffold; others succeeded in hoisting
themselves into positions of power, at the local or
national level, because of their liberal and innovative
ideas.

In order to understand more clearly the role of
paramount importance played by the notaries within
the Québec community, the present exhibit sets out
in its first section to focus upon them as persons and to
make known the private lives of notaries before the
first Chambers of Notaries were established in 1847.
What class of society did they come from, what rank
did thev hold, what fortunes did they possess, what
were their intellectual interests? It is quite evident that,
as early as the XVIII™ century, dynasties of notaries
already existed whose cohesion was able to be
maintained throughout the country thanks to marital
alliances which wove close ties among families with a
notarial tradition.

As men engaged in business, administration, or cultural
pursuits, the notaries of that epoch were conspicuous
by a kind of omnipresence in all socio-professional
sectors. They intervened on a multiplicity of fronts :
economic, political, municipal, and cultural. As the
second section of this exhibit makes clear, they were
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sought after as consultants and enlightened mentors
by all levels of society.

The present catalogue aims to give an idea of the
variety of men to be found in the profession in
French Canada, especially in the middle of the XIX*
century, but also throughout its general evolution,
spread out over nearly four centuries of history. May
the reader try to see through them, the history of
an entire profession born of the French Civil Code
and who are a unique feature of French Canada’s
distinct society.

Jc‘now&J,emenfﬁ

To Julien Mackay, Esquire, and Jo&l Honet, who
reread, commented upon and corrected the present
work where needed, we offer our expression of
gratitude.

"To Claire Quintal, founding director emerita of the
Institut frangais of Assumption College in
Worcester, Massachusetts, who has translated this
catalogue, we express our profound thanks.
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The life of the first notaireand dlerk
of the court of Ville-Marie
(Montréal), Jean de Saint-Pére, is
recounted here in a series of
drawings recalling the beginnings of
the city and the accomplishments of
its pioneers. Saint-Pére’s life ended
tragically—he was decapitated by
the Iroquois during an attack on

G = ¢ e ',,\"

Cing ans plus tard (1648), lorsque M. dé Maisonneuve, de retour October 25, 16571
d'un veyage en France, organise une cour de justice pour Ia seigneurie

de Montréal, Jean de Saint-Pére devient premier greffier et premier

notaire, ce qui ne U'empéche pas de s'occuper de travaux manuels, car

les procds étnlent aussi rares que les rransactions.

Les Contes de In Sociétie 1 -Baptiste de Mantréal

e ———

JEAN DE SAINT-PERE

Hhuntratkons de Nap. Savard

Tl 'WW?
'JBJ”‘ jJ" i

Conmic strips entitled :
Les Conres historioues de
Ia SociéTé Saint-Fean-
Bapriste de MonTréal -
Jean de Saint-Pénre
(1920).

National Archives of
Quibtc, SociéTé Saint
Jean Bapriste of Monméal
Fonds.
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Towanrds the Consolidation of A Homogencous Group

During the first vears of French colonization in

North America, the notarial profession in
Canada was composed of persons of different
backgrounds and unequal competence. They
did not constitute a homogenecous social class.

Because of the lack of trained notaries,

seigienrs, missionaries, court clerks, and

surgeons were called upon to record -
g . p Imagined likeness of Lambert Closse.

the first contracts in the country and From the Maisonneuve Monument on The Place

the wishes of the CO]OI’IY’S pionccrs_ d'Armes in Montréal. Sculpror : Philippe Aubert.

In fact, there were many types of

notaries : roval notaries and seigniorial

ones, each attached to these distinct e s
entities. But, as early as 1663, ‘*1' Nj 'Ju;ii\':}fga"‘g“,“wl; o
regulations were set in place to control SJoudel, ¢, \-“.'r‘;:_‘:ﬁ,., ey
access to the profession. As a result of = | i 3 /J‘;,
strict legislation issued by the mother pots 'f)w’ L;.; Rl ppe

country, only notaries commissioned
by the king would remain in the
colony.?
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SignaTures of Lambert Closse,
Paul Chomedey de Maisonneuve
and Jeanne Mance.

During the tragic hours of the beginnings of the French
colonization of North America, Lambert Closse? one of i ; : i

N . ) NaTional Archives of Québec in
Montréal's first tabellions [secretary or notary under the Old Monteésl, Lanberr Closse
Regime in France], served as Acting Governor of the city Records, December 29, 1653
from 1055 to 1657, in the absence of Paul Chomedey de (CN-6010092\3616).
Maisonneuve, the city's founder. A man of great courage,
recognized as the “Savior of Montréal” by his
contempaoraries, his mission was to pratect the burgeoning
colony against the Troquois tetror which was decimating the
pioneer population. He held many official positions, notably
those of seigniorial notary and sergeant-major of the Ville-
Marie garrison. In those years of uncertainty, accomplished
men were called upon to shoulder many responsibilities. They
simultaneously held several important positions, inchuding
the drafting of notarial deeds. Lambert Closse was killed by
a band of Iroquois as he was going to the rescue of some
compatriots whose lives were in danger.

11
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Jacoues Imbert (1708.176%).
Anonymous, oil on canvas,
ChAreau Ramezay Museum.

For a long time to come, the sparse
population density and the small number
of transactions to be concluded would
obligate the notaries to engage in work
more or less directly attached to their
position as members of the legal
profession.* The plurality of positions
most often held by them were those of
clerk of the court, notary, and surveyor. In
this regard, Canadian notaries were no
different from their French counterparts
who, during the same period, also found
themselves having to vary their sources of
income to maintain their social position

within their respective communities.’

At the close of the XVIIT™ century, major
economic changes and demographic
expansion transformed the scope of the
notarial profession’s practice, menaced for
a time by the suspension of French law in
1763, re-established only in 1774 by the
Québec Act. Henceforth, the new
cconomic context characterized by the
development of a capitalism based upon
commerce and a monetary economy
considerably expanded the operational
base of notaries and lent itself to the
consolidation of this social group which
was becoming less and less heterogeneous.

In the middle of the XVIT™ century, Jacques Imbert® concurrently held many positions : writer
for the office of the rtendarni (the French king's chief representative in Québec), roval notary,
supplier to the government, delegate of the Navy's Treasurers General. In this capacity, he was
vested with one of the most important missions in the administration of New France. Imbert
returned to France at the time of the British Conquest in 1760,

12
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By the start of the XIX" century, the notarial profession
had grown by leaps and bounds. From that time on,
the group is a relatively homogeneous one and, dating
from that period, social ascent is a very important
consideration. The notarial tradition is widespread
throughout all of the regions of Lower Canada.
Candidates for the profession come from either the
legal circles or the moneyed classes of society
composed of merchants, prosperous farmers, and

members of other liberal professions.’

Scion of one of the most distinguished families of Montréal,
the notary Louis Guy® had first trained as a surveyor before
studying and becoming a practicing notary in 1801,
Although he succeeded wonderfully as a notary, he
concurrently held many other administrative positions,
particularly those of justice of the peace and administrator
as well as officer in the militia. Highly esteemed by
government authorities, he was entrusted with very
lucrative assignments as a surveyor and 4s a notary. At
the end of his career, he was appeinted to serve in the
Legislative Council from 1830 to 1838.

13

Cadastral map of the
second register of landed
property in the city of
Montréal, 1795%.

Lovis Guy (1768-18%0),
pen, ink and Tinted wash

ON PApER.

Archives of the Sulpicians
of Montréal, number
1723.
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Gallery of Portraits
of the [Panet Family

In the XVII* and XVII™ centuries,
government positions were handed
down from father to son and from
brother to brother. This was the
case with the Panet family which
achieved renown in Parliament and
the milit.ary. j.ean—Claude. Panet,’ Pierne-Miny Paner
who arrived in Canada in 1740, (1731-1804)

quickly became a public prasecutor
and, in 1744, a royal notary. In 1778,
his brother, Pierre-Méru Panet,
replaced him as a judge for the
District of Québec. Each of their
sons, Jean-Antoine and Pierre-
Louis, who were notaries also,
served in the Assembly created in
1793.* They both became judges

Jean-Clavde Paner
(1719-1778)*

in Montréal.
Jean-Antoine Paner * PortraiT Taken Irom the work of Pierre-Lovis Paner
(1771-181%)* Picrre- Georges Roy, Les juges de {(1761-1812).
I province de Québec, published Francois Malépart de
by Service des archives du Beaucourt, pastel on
Gouvernement de la province de paper, 1794C, Musie du
Quebec, Québec 1937 Québec (68.07).

14



Towanrds the Consolidation of A Homogencous Group

The stability of the social circle was also consolidated
by the bonds of marriage. Intermarriage between the
sons and daughters of notaries were frequent. Socio-
professional endogamy was practiced to such an
extent that one can speak of actual dynasties of
notaries some of which have endured to the present
dav. If the genealogical family trees of notaries since
the end of the XVIIT* century could be represented
inall their ramifications, direct and collateral branches
would be tightly and endlessly intermingled.
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Excerpt from the clerkship cenvilicate of Joseph Badeaux
(1777-1835).

National Archives of Quibec, Frangois-Xavier Larue Records,
November 17, 1792 (SP 97-0173).

Joseph Badeaux™ belonged to a family in which it was
traditional to become a notary. He was the son of Jean-Baptiste
Badeaux, a notary of great prominence in Trois-Rivieres. At
the age of fifteen, he was apprenticed to his brother, Antcine-
Isidore, also a notary. In 1802, he married Geneviéve Berthelot,
herself the daughter of a notary. He is an outstanding example
of the clese ties which existed among families of notaries.
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Frangois-Xavier
(1788-1843)

Augustin
(1804-18477

Vildebon
(1831-1873)

V.-Winceslas
{1873-1906Y

S.Jules
{1904-19607

*years as practicing
notaries

Y.-Winceslas Larue (1881-
1960).

National Archives of Quibec in
Monméal, Quibec Chamber of
Notaries Fonds (P183/17).
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Many members of the Larue family entered the profession : five generations of
direct descendants did so, starting with Francois-Xavier Larue who took the
cath in 1780.%° This long line of notaries boasted among its members the
Honorable V.-W. Larue, president of the Québec Chamber of Notaries from
1891 to 1894. Other families also hold similar records because so many of
their members became notaries. The Archambault, Doucet, Faribault,
Lamarche, Mackay, Papineau, etc., families have carried on the notarial tradition
to the present day.**

Barthélemy Jolietre (1789-1870).
Yital Desrochers. Oil on canvas,
1838, Jolierte ArT Museum.

Madame Barthilemy Jolietre, née Marie-
Charlorre Tarieu Taillant de Lanavdiire.
Yital Desrochers. Oil on canvas,
1838, Jolierre Art Museun.

It is also true that notaries sought to consolidate
their social standing by entering into prestigious
marriages with other members of the local élite
or even sometimes with the most representative
families of the nation. The choice of marital
partners was limited to certain types of
privileged professions and the “matrimonial
pool” tended to be more and more restricted as
the XIX'" century progressed. Through marriage,
the notary became an integral part of an
extended family network whose relationships
were constantly being extended during his
lifetime thus revealing the matrimonial

strategies specific to the higher classes.'”

16
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The profession had in its ranks many very important persons SignaTures appended To The
whe married into the most illustricus families of Lower Canada. MARRIAGE CONTRACT berween
On September 27, 1813, Barthélemy Joliette!® married Charlotte Barthilemy jo!'““ .‘“d

. : B 1 . v Charlorre Tarieu Taillant de
Tarieu Taillant de Lanaudiére, “Lady” of the seigniory of .

. o ) = Lanauditre.
Lavaltrie. He would later manage his wife's domain and, in the : : ;
) . ; 4 National Archives of Quibec
f{ears which folllowed, he foundeldlthe Indusltry Village,” now in Mowmial,Josepli
nown as Joliette. Such prestigious marriages helped to Brunelle Records,

consolidate the social standing of many notaries. Seprember 18, 1817

(CN-6050011).

Public souare of the Village de Vivdustrie

[The Industry VillageJoliere].

National Archives of Québec in Quibec,

Magella Bureau Collection, Postcard 7 P. e
F. Pinsonnault (747, CP208.37).
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Judith Jasmin,

daughrer of Amidée Jasmin,
noTary from 1907 10 1961,
became a well-known journalist.
Archives of the Canadian
Broadcasting CorpoRraTion.

Jean Marchand,

son of Gustave Marchand,

noTary from 1908 1o 1922,

was A UNION acTivisT, minisTer, and Liberal
ParTy SEnaTOR.

National Archives of Quibec in Monmrial,
newspaper Le Four fonds,

P-348.

Madeleine Ferron,
daughrer of Joseph-
Alphonse Ferron, noTary
from 1917 1o 1947,
made her NAME As A WRIiTER.
Private collection.

Finally, whatever might have been the
disparities in social standing among the
notaries and the qualitative differences
among them, an examination of their
marriages demonstrates that the majority
of them belonged to families which were
in possession of a pre-existing patrimony
not only of money but also of prestige and
education. Until the classical colleges were
founded—which would ensure their
homogeneity as a social group—notaries
were trained within the family circle. Thus,
the moral heritage of notarial families was
not limited to imparting training for the
practice of the profession—as attested by
the certificates of clerkships and
apprenticeships for the profession—the
formative influence of the family was
multifaceted. It was all the more
determinant because we are in the presence
of a privileged milieu distinguishing itself
more and more by its way of life and
thinking whose effects would be felt up to
the XX century.

18
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July 1, 180%. Deed of
Conveyance [rom the

Conmissioners for REMoving Louis Chaboillez® (1766-1813) is an example of a very active

the old walls and TorTifications notary, involved in the econcmic affairs of his day. He
of Montréal 10 John Molson. numbered among his clientele both independent dealets and
National Archives of Québec in important commercial enterprises like McTavish, Parker,
Montréal, Lovis Chaboillez Ogilvy, etc, The business elite experienced an ever-increasing
Records, July 1, 180% need of the juridical competence of the notaries for conducting
(CN-6010074).

their sometimes complex economic ventures. Among others,
James McGill and Isaac Todd used his services to record the
voyageur contracts for those voyagers going West. The contract
for the demolition of Montréal's old walls, under the
supervision of James McGill, for the embellishment of the
city, was recorded by this notary.

20



The function of a notary did not begin to be
clearly distinguished from that of other legal
offices before the second half of the XVIII*
century. A 1785 ordinance of the licutenant
governor forbade the plurality of office-holding
in the legal field. Each profession—in this case,
that of notary—would henceforth have to be
practiced independently one from the other.

This would not prevent the notaries from
investing in diverse activities and to take a very
active part in the economic life of the country.
An examination of professional activity in the
middle of the XVIII" century is quite revealing

on this score and makes clear the tendency of
notaries to devote, even then, as much time to
economic and financial affairs as to family
matters.”!

21
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The wall of Montreal

scen from Saint Héline Island.
L.-R. Barchelor.

National Archives of Canada,
Division of Iconography.
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It should be remembered that the economic
dynamic which was emerging at the end of the
XVIIT™ century—paralleling the demographic
expansion—would have important repercussions on
the professional lives of notaries. They would,
henceforth, be the beneficiaries of a constantly
increasing clientele, in the countryside as well as
in the city, which guaranteed a very comfortable
revenue stream for them. Notaries who practiced
in the citics of Québec and Montréal moved in
business circles and were in a position to benefit
from having good contacts for investing their
money and earning excellent returns on it.*

On the whole, they invested in real estate which
often ensured a large portion of their income.
Furthermore, their land holdings—ecither inherited
or acquired during their lifetime—were quite
considerable. Following the lead of the commercial
clite of the period, they very often leased out their
lands in order to draw additional sources of revenue
from their cultivation. Many of them engaged in
developing seignenries or served as colonization
agents or as administrators on behalf of certain
seigneurs—all the while leading very active
professional lives. Others preferred to invest in the
lucrative lumber trade, becoming veritable
entreprencurs. During the golden age of the lumber
industry, notaries operated sawmills and managed
the by-products of these mills. Starting in 1840,
the upheaval in modes of transportation, especially
the expansion of railroads, would also be of interest
to certain notaries, notably Barthélemy Jolictte #
in the city founded by him, and Télesphore
Normand ?* in Trois-Riviéres, each of whom
engaged in public works’ projects as contractors.

22
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Joseph-Edouard Faribaulr
(1773-1859).

Eve Beauregard-Malak
Collecrion.
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Although very active as a notary, Faribault was Blueprint or Map from A report showing
also the proprietor of many sawmills, gristmills, the boundary markings of a site in The
and carding mills north-east of Montréal. He even Parish of Lanoraye known as the
enjoyed a monopoly on these ventures, He was E”_'pl‘cmmf du Mouliv [.l"’c‘“_io” of the
one of those for whom the “Golden Age” of Mill]. Sawnmills and carding mills had been

s § F LA ” : | erecTed There.
e LN SEOMMPHON. ‘WeS "eRitemoy National Archives of Quibec in MonTrial,

profitable in his capacity as a businessman quite James Diguan Records, Seprember 21, 1870
as much as in his activity as a notary.® (CA-6030002:001).

23



The voraire as an agenT of dynamism and culture in Quibec sociery

7 ' )
7t “, _,‘-/;;'fr /;4 =
‘ 7 P -
=3 - 2t s o, ”', s :./"‘
e ot o B g ekt ot i s g
A Lo /- £ o , 7

s v 7
IS s YN, e Y s o PR A 3 v
X AL i At Pyl Y S
oo aniier P P
raegpeirriad 1/

7 ¢
LT L bt S i

R A L S
7o
L e Lot s i s b

=" Zari A .

ST R

: 7

e e e e
v LS

L . R - % i ¢

. o
Vit L Bt iz’ s i

~ 3 x

Admitted as a notary in 1838, Isidore Hurteau® practiced
his profession in Lengueuil where he played a prominent role.
Deeply involved in the economy of this city, he founded,
along with other leading citizens of Longueuil, an navigation
company and a corporation for the construction and
operation of a brewery, However, the rise of Temperance
Societies at that time ruined these new commercial
enterprises, including thase of the notary Hurteau.” He was
also the first mayor of Longueuil, and co-owner of the
Montréal daily newspaper La Mirerve, Arthur Dansereau, his
son-in-law, was the chief editor of the paper.®

. : : : s 'LONQI:IE il in 1863,

Isidore Hurteau (1817%-
1879).

Longuevil Historical
Sociery Collecrion.

Excerpt Taken [rom the contracr
berween and among Isidore
Hurteau, Yictor Chinier,
Benjamin Lespérance and Huberr
Lespirance for the operation of

A brewery in Longueuil.
National Archives of Québec in
Montrial, Charles-Emmanuel
Belle Records, Seprember 14,
1846 (CN-6010030).

Drawing by Carlo Italiano from a
phorograph by William Norman.
Edouard Doucer Collection.
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Philippec-Napoléon Pacaud
(1834.18873).
EngRraving. National
Archives of Quibec in
Quibec, André Hamel File
(P1000, 54, D2688,
PP1).

Paper money issued by the
Canadian Bank of Saint-
Hyacinthe bearing the
signaTure of Philippe-
Napoléon Pacaud.
Normand Robert
Collection.

The Prolession As It Was Lived

The development of a monetary economy during
this same period resulted in an influx of money into
the coffers of the notaries. The importance of credit
transactions now became of paramount importance
the length and breadth of Lower Canada, in the
countryside as well as in the cities, and the notary
occupied an important position as both a collector
and distributor of credit. In his role as a financial
middle-man, he mitigated the problems caused by
the lack of a banking system. If someone wanted to
borrow money, the notary found him a lender and
playved, as best he could, the role assumed nowadays
by financial institutions. In the XIX*" century,
notaries would even be founders of banks, notably
Philippe-Napoléon Pacaud® in Saint-Hyacinthe and
Edme Henry® in Laprairie.

The notary, Philippe-Napoléon Pacaud,* was one of the
principal administrators of the Canadian Bank of Saint-
Hyacinthe, founded by his brother Charles-Adrien and his
brother-in-law, Dr. Pierre-Claude Boucher de la Bruére. Pacaud,
the notary, is quite representative of the notaries of that period
as much for his economic dynamism as for his political ideas.
He participated, among other activities, in the creation of a
section of the Filsde ko iberié[Sons of Liberty] in Saint-Hyacinthe.
This was the reveolutionary association which led to the Rebellions
of 1837-1838. He had proposed to the leaders of the Patriotes

to circulate banknotes, redeemable by the nation after
conquering its indepen-
dence, in order to finance
this battle for total power.
However, the confron-
tations between British
troops and the Patriotes
tock place too soon for
him to issue these bank-
notes whose objective
was the sum of $300,000.
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Excerpt ol the Partnership
Agreement for The creation
of a bank in Laprairie
berween Edme Henry
(1760-1841), esouire and
noTary, aNd Madame Maric-
Cléorilde Pinsoneault, wile
ol Frangois Baby, esouire,
ANd LAURENT-AUGUSTE
MoREAU, ESQUIRE.

National Archives of
Quibec in MonTréal,
Frangois-Médard PéTrimoulx
Records,

June 7, 1837
(CN-6040037438).

Antigue bolred sake
having belonged 1o
Stanley Clark Bagg
(1820.1873), 2
Montréal noTaRy.
ChAteau Ramezay Museum.
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The Prolession As It Was Lived

Before founding Henry's Bank at Laprairie in 1837, the notary
Edme Henry?® had engaged in real estate development and
many commercial enterprises. Henry's Bank also had a branch
in Montréal. This large-scale enterprise would, however, end
in disaster for Henry; that very summer, the banlk's chief
executive officer ran off, taking with him the bank's till,
evaluated at close to
$130,000. This forced
Henry to declare bank-

Engraving of the
steamship Edme Henry.
Yiew of the Harbour.
Lithograph Bourne,
1830.

Caron, Bélanger, ErnsT
and Young Collection.

Banknote of Henry's Bank
with the signaTture of The
notary Edme Henry.
Chareav Ramezay Museun.

ruptey during that same year.

His property holdings

having made him wealthy, )5’

he was able to pay off his A ,,Mr/ e 2

debts, Owner of a steam- ¥ AL //:ﬂm i

ship namedthe Edme Hevry, WS89 4 ,// s U.H:P’ VEA 53’}

he was the archetypal g8 L ’/’/’;’7”” _Jl\[ﬂ_)J_,L&AR, s
notary-businessman. ' . ; ;
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Louis-Auguste Dupuis

(1884-1967).

National Archives of Québec in Montréal,
Quibec Chamber of Nortaries Fonds
(P183/48).

Eugine Poirier
(18921-1960).
Private Collection.

Adélard L'Heureux (1894-1974).
Private Collection.

We have come a long way from the
traditional image of the notary whose basic
activity consists in drawing up marriage
contracts and wills. From the XVII*™
century to the XX™, the Canadian notarial
profession underwent profound changes.
At the time of the emergence of the first
Chambers of Notaries in 1847, its image
was already that of an increasingly
professional body involved in economic
affairs and amazingly open to the new
ideas inspired by the French Revolution.

In the 3XX™ century, notaries played a leading
role in the development of the Caisses
populaires Desjardins® [Credit Unions] as
founders, promoters, managers of, and legal
counselors to this cooperative banking
movement.

The notary Dupuis® was secretary and
manager of the Caisse populaire Sainte-
Anne-de-la-Pocatiere from 1913 to 1925,
From 1942 to 1945, he served as president
of the Chamber of Notaries of Québec.

The notary Poirier®” was the first president
of the Caisse populaire Sainte-Cécile,
founded in 1918 in Montréal-North, He
would later become president of the Dizion
régionerle de Moniréaland finally president of
the Fedération des Caisses populeires Desjardins
of the Province of Québec.

The notary L' Heureux® was for many vears
the accredited notary of Saint-Ambroise de
la Jeune Lorette. He successfully promoted
the founding of the Caisse populaire of
Loretteville which, from 1936 to 1960, was
housed nextto his office.
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Compmﬁuc CLarf .&Amtﬁn, f‘c .S’fanJarJ 0/ o&uin,

"~ Points
20 NoTarics
Cralrsmen
PEASANTS
17
10
?
Basic Home Life Comlort Culture Luxury
NecessiTies

Comparative Chart Indicaring the Standard of Living of Notaries, Cralrsmen, and Peasants.
Basic Necessities / Home Lile / Comlort / Culture / Luxury.

This study,” based primarily on househcld
inventories compiled after the death of
notaties who passed away between 1700 and
1800 in the District of Montréal, clearly
shows that notaries were already enjoying a
much higher standard of living than
craftasmen or farmers. They occupied a
privileged paosition in society because of their
access to credit and their store of knowledge.

30



At Home

The expanding role of the notaries in the society of
Lower Canada from the end of the XVIII* century
conferred upon them a financial power which they

converted into material surroundings quite superior
to that of ordinary citizens.®® In the XIX'" century,
notaries inhabited buildings commensurate with
their prestige. In the country, they generally lived
with their families in two-story stone houses with

a large yard and an equally large garden. Those
who moved in business circles in the cities
of Montréal and Québec owned spacious
residences. Behind the obvious diversity

of their respective situations with regard

to material possessions, can be discerned

a constant feature of their private lives,
that of being imbued with refinement
and culture.

One possible way of approaching the
intellectual life of notaries is to examine
books and other cultural paraphernalia
such as musical and scientific

. 5 A dining room sideboard acouired at The end
instruments. Whatever their value or i

: . of the XIX™ century by Paul-Arthur Séquin,
their number, these cultural artifacts, wovary at L’Assomprion.

which lack all material necessity, are, like France Lalernitre-Cordeav Collecrion.
art objects, laden with
significance because
they represent per-
sonal and deliberate
choices. Some of
these possessions
may have been inhe-
rited but, generally
speaking, they can be
considered as unde-

niable witnesses of A notary clerk’s desk acouired by Rodolphe E.

learning and culture. Mackay, noTary in Yerdun.
Julien S. Mackay, Esouire, Collecrion.
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The presence of libraries in the homes of
notarics is a reality. They contained a large
number of books which is truly significant
in an age when illiteracy was the lot of the
majority of the population.

The estimation of the value of books at post-
death inventories enables us to examine the
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ExcerpT from a sale of books on The contents of these libraries and to understand
prolession by Louvise Pépin, widow of

: : : g the intellectual preoccupations and the areas
AnToINE Crespin, NOTARY iN The parish

of Chiareau-Richer, To AnToine of interest of the notaries. Along with some
Crespin, noary in The parish of volumes on law which could be found in the
Chireau-Richer, h . .

R s NG homes of notaries at the start of the XVIII*™
National Archives of Québec in . . -
Ouibec, Louis Miray Records, century, large libraries, containing books on
Seprember 26, 1783 a variety of subjects, would be constituted

ENFOTORIGCN): as trade in books developed.
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At his death, Joseph Papineau® owned a library of more
than 200 volumes. Among his holdings were books on
French and English law as well as some reflecting his socio-
political beliefs as a Liberal open to the ideas of the
philosophets of the Enlightenment. His son, Louis-Joseph,
the famous Patriote, was also one of French Canada’s greatest
bibliophiles, always on the lookout for rare and old
editions*
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Joseph Papineau (1772-1841).
Louis Dulongpré. Oil on canvas,
NaTtional Archives of Canada.

Excerpt from the inventory alrer death
ol Joseph Papineau.

National Archives of Quibec in
MontrEal, André-Benjamin Papineau
Records, December 27, 1841
(CN-6010310\7749).
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Antigue globe of the world
from the Trésors des Archives

marionales du Canads, Les
Editions du Seprentrion,
Quibec, 1992, p. 69.

The importance of the shelf space taken up by
books on legal questions throughout the XIX®*
century should be noted. These encompassed many
“tools of the trade” : treatises on law, dictionaries
of jurisprudence, ete.*! Devotional books also
occupied a place of choice and they clearly illustrate
the religious context of the era. Great literature
was also represented in these libraries; some Greek
and Roman authors, but especially French classical
writers of the XVII* century : LLaFontaine, Moliére,
Racine, Boileau, etc. The works of Voltaire and
Rousseau were also to be found on the shelves of
their libraries, proof that the notaries were aware
of the dominant ideas of that time and had been
affected by the revolutionary thinking of the
philosophers of the Enlightenment.*? Some
notaries were also collectors; the library of Pierre-
Louis Deschenaux was so extensive, nearly 1500
volumes, that it must surely have been one of the
most impressive in the city of Québec at the start
of the XIX®™ century.¥ In Montmagny, Jean-Charles
Letourncau’s* library was also noteworthy for it
contained a section of rare books as did the
collection of Jean-Joseph Girouard® of Saint-
Benoit which burned, unfortunately, during the
Troubles of 1837-1838. Victor Morin’s* library—
acquired from the estate of Trefflé Berthiaume, the
first director of the newspaper La Presse—should
also be singled out, for it was without a doubt the
most important private library in Canada.

Among other intellectual interests of the notaries,
history and the sciences should be mentioned.
Scientific works, although not in widespread
circulation on the whole, were not, for all that,
absent from the libraries of notaries. They express,
however, very personal cultural interests and attest
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to a wide-ranging intellectual curiosity. In a world
where printed materials were not yvet widely
disseminated, the pre-eminence of the book as an
implement of knowledge, symbolizes alearned and
privileged segment of society—all the more so
since the other “instruments” of culture were rare

in French-Canadian houscholds.

S cicnfi’ic .%Jfrumentd

Well before the teaching of the
sciences was constituted in French
(Canada, some notaries, conscious of
the progress and the broadening of
knowledge that Europe experienced
at the end of the XVIII* century,
owned scientific instruments to
conduct their own personal research.
The Seminary of Québec was, no
doubt, responding to the needs as well
as the interest shown by this elite,
composed for the most part of
members of the liberal professions,
when, as early as 1770, it set up a
proper physics laboratory, the equal
of those found in Europe.*” This
broadening of the teaching dispensed
by the colleges would contribute even
further to the intellectual curiosity of
the notaries for everything that
touched upon the natural and applied
sciences.

OpTical microscope used for The Teaching ol The
sciences AT The Seminary of Quibec.

Musée de UAmérioue Irangaise, Seminaire de
Québec Collection, Photograph by Kedl (1993,
12914.1.7).

The existence of a genuine physics laboratory in

the home of the notary Jean Delisle (1724-1814)
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Drawing Taken Irom the book
by Jean Delisle enritled
Hydrosmarioue 1798,
Bibliothi oue municipale de
Montréal, Salle Gagnon.

and culture in Quibec society

was noted in 1814.*% As for Joseph Papineau (1752-
1841), he was not only enthralled by mathematics,
he also devoted his leisure time to the observation
of the heavenly bodies by means of a telescope.®
Certain objects attract our interest in the estate of
Pierre-Louis Deschenaux (1759-1802) : two globes,
a microscope, a compass, a case of drawing
instruments, a pocket spyglass.” The study of the
notary Auguste Rocher contained an electrical
cylinder and its tackle, a compass, a batch of maps,
gazettes, etc.’!

e 1% - ’ -f,J = gt 5;?"44‘/-'?;:1 “dd ge
b il I £ ~——
A St a5
Excerpt Irom the inventory of j’ .
the estate of Jean Delisle. e e /;/ 1z ;,’_"}-'z/i‘éfs&:}/?/aj
National Archives of Quibec in e %
Montréal, Lovis Guy Records, e e N e e £ A B A S s
March 192, 1814 5
(CN-601019405560). Al s o frns
Lot gt L e
iy =
. i3 o et At o
Jean Delisle's knowledge of § = i 5
i . - i 3 5
mathematics and physics would v U ), SRRESL Y L.
have amazed his contem- S e
’ . 1 / 7 gy s, ] T § J
poraries. His manuscript v Ao pdriozrie T 7 5
Hydrostatique™ contains cal- el AT
- Lo £ -
culations, problems with their 2
solutions, etc. As such, accot- i T A s i 5 R .
ding to the experts, his 3 S L . ; )
methodcology reveals a mind Sl 4 e S sarees, Y
open to the progress being i 2 b
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made by science in Europe in

the XVII™ and XIX™ centuries.
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Spiraca japonica
(bumalda), Boranical
Ganrden of Monmréal,
(0400.5P1-094).
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His son® inherited his father’s interest for the sciences and : : :

o } ) AugusTin-Stanislas Delisle
devoted many years of his life to botany. His unpublished (18021865 ) on January
manusctipts were extremely helpfil, a few years later, to Rev. 18, 1858.

Léon Provencher who wrote La Flore Canadienne. Delisle Université de MonTreal,
corresponded with other lovers of botany of the period, Anrchives Division, Jules-
especially Rev. Louis Gagné of Saint-Henri de Mascouche. Brunel Fonds (P149/E1,7).
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Cicindile A six points,
family Carabidae, genus
Cicindella, species
SExquITATA.

Insectarium de Monméal
(1731).

Excerpt Irom the “Caralogue

d'insccres, de mollusoues, de
crustacis er de fossiles de la
collection de U'InsTruction
publioue” [Catalogue of The
Insecrs, Mollusks,
Crustaceans, and Fossils of
the Instruction publioue
Collecrion], compiled by
Napoléon Saint-Cyr (1827
1899), Documenrs de Ia
Session 1888,

The notary Saint-Cyr** also dedicated himself to the study of
botany and the natural sciences. He 8 an cutstanding example
of the passion for knowledge characteristic of so many notaries
of that time. His publications display his preoccupation with
putting science within reach of the public at large. He directed
the Museum of Public Instruction® and became its
conservator from 1886 to 1898, publishing in Documents de la
Session various catalogues of the plants and insects of the
Provinee of Québec which showed a knowledge of the subject
quite remarkable for that time.™

ORDRBE BES COLEGPTERES (Coleopiera)

CICENTELIDAE.

Cicendela, Linne

Tongilabuis, Say.
sexgnifata, Tabricins.
purpurea. (Olivier
duodecimguttata, de Jean.
repanda. de Jean.
hirticollis, Bay.
Tnnbalis, Khag.
generosa, de Jean.
vulaaris, Ray.
punclulata, Fabricius.
. CATIABIDAR
Omophron. Lalreille.

americanus, de Jeen.
Elaphrus. Fabrivius
ruscarius, &

politns, Leconte.

cicarricosug, Leconte.
Loricera. Latreille

neoscotica, Liconte.

Nebria, Latreille No (i
pallipes, Suy.
castanipes, Kirby. REPONSE

ve, o date du 17 min TARS
envur de bien veuld

Notiophilus. Duméril e

vonlusts, Lecoule. B e 1 Licudennnt ¢
: : rhanbre

Calosoema. Weber

calidum. Fabricius,
ioidnn, Kivhy.
serntator, Fabricius

Cavabns, Linne. B

UKEAC DT SECRETAIRE, )
Quile, 1% juin 1558,

serralus, Say.

faire n

1
et

lapilayi, Laporie,
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Whether they pertain to mathematics, botany,
meteorology, or geography, such a variety of scientific
objects are often found in the homes of notaries.
Though they sometimes serve an ornamental
purpose in the notary’s study, they first and foremost
reveal the curiosity of an elite enlightened by the
progress of the sciences and emerging technologies
and its thirst for new knowledge. This type of interest
endures to this day if one considers the insectarium,
founded in 1990, based upon the work of the notary
Georges Brossard.

At Home

\1 .\ -1

Georges Brossard.
Phorograph by Jacoues Nadeau.

In 1990, the notary Brossard” founded the Montréal
Insectarium by denating his personal collection of more
than 200,000 insect specimens. He is the son of Georges-
Henri Brossard, founder and mayor of the city named
Brassard after its founder.
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Louis-Edouard Glackemeyer
(1793-1881).

National Archives of Quibec in
Quibec, Famille Livernois Fonds,
Photograph by Livernois
(P560, 52, P300370-432).

mudicai jndfrumenfd

Musical development in Canada did not follow a
continuous upward trajectory. The British
Conquest impeded its progression by provoking the
return to the mother country of New France’s
cultural elite which took with it all of its belongings,
including musical instruments.”® However, the
religious congregations, whose members had
received some musical education, remained in the
colony and would contribute to its progress in spite
of the change of regime.

During those difficult times, musical
culture originated especially in the
home. It was from his musician father,
Friedrich Heinrich Glackemeyer, that
the notary Louis-Edouard Glacke-
meyer learned to play several
instruments and developed a keen
interest in disseminating this art form
in Canada.*

The senior Glackemeyer®® was one of
several musicians who had come from
Europe to settle in Canada at the end
of the XVIIT*" century. A higly talented
professional musician, he would
influence the entire musical life of the
country, founding the first Harmonic
Society in the city of Québec. From
1784 to 1825, he ran a retail
establishment in his home, selling
musical instruments imported from

England.
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His son, the notary,’' was
a flutist who played in
Canada’s first Quartet
under the direction of
Judge Jonathan Sewell. He
was, for many yeats, vice-
president of the Sociéte
Harmoniguie of Québec,
founded by his father in
1819. In 1857, he establis-
hed the Septette Club with
cther notaries : Archibald
Camphbell and Joseph-
Octave-Marc Chavigny de
Lachevrotiere. Thanks to
these new musical ensem-
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bles, which gave public
concerts, classical music
became, little by little,
available to a larger au-
dience.

Brought up in such a setting, it is no wonder Score of o Quinter, opus 104

. - 67 by Franz Kommer (1779
that his son Louis-Edouard®® became 1831), annanged by Edovand

enamoured of music. Despite having a very Glxckeneyen.

active professional career as a notary, he devoted Musée de PAmérioue frangaise,
Seminaire de Quebec

. ) . ] Collection, Phorograph by
particularly gifted flutist, he plaved this Pitune Soulisid (665.3).

instrument for more than forty years for his own

a great deal of energy to musical pursuits. A

enjoyment at home as well as in concerts given

in the city of Québec.
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el o Musical instruments were not, of course, to be

/Z ALW/%/ found in abundance except in the homes of a
(e few musicians. The growth of classical colleges
%‘v(’td’l plaedyd from the middle of the XIX" century on
; contributed, however, to the organization of
(7//{41( ‘CLL.'.LAA, musical education and to the proliferation of
instruments in the country. Religious

A/(A-ﬁz;é{gof/u communities imported instruments from
England and placed them at the disposal of their

é’%/éé@ézz - studcn-ts, most- ‘of whom belonged to

professional families. As early as 1847, the

A 1856 conmac Tor the Teaching of Ursulines of Québec were giving organ lessons

music by Gaspard Beaudoin, esovire 85 Well as teaching their students to play the
and nomary, 10 A Group of associates  harp, the piano, the guitar, etc.®” Other teaching
of the Sociéré des musiciens du Village
d"Indusmrie [Jolierre].

A . I : . : 6
National Archives of Québec in by little, their own musical ensembles.
Montréal, Jean-Olivier Leblanc
Records, February 13, 1876
(CN-6030025\234).

establishments followed suit and acquired, little
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To the efforts expended by
religious communities can be
added the profusion of activities

organized by musical
groups composed of
amateurs and professionals
born in the country.
Paralleling the concerts
given by foreign musi-
clans, socicties composed
of professionals and
amatecurs were created and
became actively engaged
in symphonic concerts,
operas, and chorales.

Michel Dionne.
Private Collection.

At Home
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M® Dionne fut
administrateur-
fondateur du Festival
international de
Lanaudiére de 1979 4
1982. Toujours actif
dans la vie culturelle
de sa région, il sicge
depis 1985 au Conseil
d’administration du
Musée d'art de Joliette.




The voraire as an agent of dynamism and culture in Quibec society

The fact remains, nonetheless, that throughout the XIX™
century, the playing of a musical instrument presupposed
not only that a person had some leisure time, but also a
certain level of training in order to be able to sight-read a
musical score. Although, as time went on, the ability to
play an instrument became more widespread, musical
culture remained the prerogative of an elite to which the
notaries belonged. The ownership of musical instruments
often served to satisty the urge to be ostentatious, quite
characteristic of a social group like that of the notaries,
preoccupied with being in the forefront in all sectors of
human activity. Within this elite could also be found many
lovers of music who continued to promote its
development even in the XX™ century.

Quite apartt from his practice of law,
Léonidas Bachand® engaged in a
great many musical and theatrical
activities in the Sherbrooke region :
operettas in which he sang or
conducted the orchestra, in addition
to being a soloist and choir director
in local chorales, including that of the
Shetbrocke cathedral.

Léonidas Bachand (1917-1977%)
standing in The center of the orchestra
piT.

Sociéré d'hisroire de Sherbrooke
Collecrion (IP22PN2.31/4).
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The notary Jules Lavigne” (1917-1970), who came from a

family of musicians, directed the Harmorie of La Satre, a brass In The center, Jules Lavigne.
band founded in 1923. Jules was the son of Arthur Lavigne, a André Lavigue Collecrion.
well-known musician and founder of the Haydn Septucr and

the Québec Symphony at the end of the XTX" century.

At the far lefr,
Georges Sylvestre.
Sociéré d’histoire de
Sherbrooke Collection
(IP246PN2.3A/2).

Georges Sylvestre68 (1923-1970) was a flutist with the symphony
orchestra of Sherbrooke. He served as president of the
Chamber of Notaties of Québec from 1951 to 1954.
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Charles-A. Roberge.
Private CollecTion.

Charles Roberge of Trois-Riviéres exhibited an interest in
music from an early age. He is a devotee of Mozart, and a
collector of records and bocoks on opera, which he has
commented upen for Radic Canada and written about on a
regularbasis in Le Nouvelliste. He has lectured on the role of
the notary in opera and was the promoter of the exhibit
entitled Ie notaire et la viequotidienne[The Notary and Daily
Lifel held in Montréal and (Québec in 1986, He is legal counsel
tothe Fédération des Covisses poprilatres Desjardins [Federation
of Desjardins Credit Unions] for the Center of Québec in
Trois-Riviéres.
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The voraire as an agenT of dynamism and culture in Quibec sociery

Joseph Légaré, Le Désespoir
d’une indienne [The Despair ol
AN Indian Maiden]. Oil on
canvas, 1848, Patrick Altman
Phorograph, Quibec Muscum
(67.90).

Archibald Campbell® was the patron of many writers and
artists in Québec City, among them the painter Antoine-
Sébastien Falardeau, whose stay in Italy he underwrote, and
the historian Frangois-Xavier Gameau. He was also a collector
and a founding member, in 1831, of the Sociésé littéraire ot
bistorigue de Quéhec. Tn the middle of the XDE centuuy, his home
was the meeting place of writers and arfists.

Excerpt from the Courrier du Cancada, July 18, 1862, smonsieur Campbell avait du gofit
pour les beaux-arts et savait les protéger dans les autres. Plus d'un de nos jeunes compatrictes
lui doivent leur avenir, et nulle nécessité ne s'estjamais fait connaitre 4 lui sans en recevoir
un soulagement. Il devinait pour ainsi dire les talents prédestinés, se tenait comme 2 1'aff(ic
des occasions de leur étre utile ou de les lancer dans la carriére ; et nous pourrions citer, 4
ce sujet, plusieurs traits qui font ke plus grand honneur 4 sa mémoire. Nous en avons recueilli
de la bouche méme d'étrangets 4 notre pays qui publiaient hautement ses nobles qualités:.”
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The evaluation of books, musical instruments, and
scientific apparatus revealed to us the cultural tastes
and the focus of the interests of notaries throughout
the decades. Passionate about the life of the mind, they
sought out the company of writers and artists whose
celebrity they often fostered.

In the middle of the XIX"
century, the safon of the notary
Archibald Campbell became the
meeting place of the outstanding
writers, and especially artists, in
the city of Québec. Among those
he sheltered, notably in his own
offices, was Québec’s first
national historian, Francgois-
Xavier Garneau, whose friend and

protector he became.”

At a time when local production
was rather meager, the
emancipation of a typically
Canadian culture was dependent
upon private initiatives and the
support of a small core of amateurs composed of an
elite concerned with the development of the arts and
an intellectual life in French Canada.

So it was that when Archibald Campbell acquired—
even before their completion—two paintings : the
Betrothal and the Despair of an Indian Maiden, by the
local artist Joseph Légaré, he viewed these acquisitions
as future monuments to the first efforts of the Canadian
School.”? Campbell encouraged more than one young
artist and financed the stay in ltaly of the painter
Antoine-Sébastien Falardeau to further his artistic
studies.”
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Archibald Campbell
(1790-1862).
Théophile Hamel. Oil on
canvas, 1847, Patrick
Altman Photograph,
Musée du Quibec
(69.358).
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Guy Blanchard.
Danielle Blanchard
Collecrion.

Guy Blanchard™ (1924-
1967) was an active
participant in the foun-
dation of the Grands
Ballets Canadiens (1957)
by the dancer Ludmilla
Chiriaeff (1924-1996).
He was its first vice-
president and a member
of its Administrative
Council until 1967,

Because, as a group, the members of the profession
constituted a cultural milieu, it is not surprising
that they maintained close contact with—
sometimes even having relatives—among the
greatest painters of the period. 1t was at his
grandfather Jean Baillargé’s studio that the famous
Patriote, Jean-Joseph Girouard,” learned the
rudiments of painting. He has left us, among other
works, an incalculably precious account regarding
the principal actors of the Insurrections of 1837-
1838. The Faribault family of notaries is related,
for its part, to Théophile Hamel, the official
government painter in the middle of the XIX*
century; he had married Marthe Faribault, daughter
of Georges-Barthélemi Faribault, a lawyer and
bibliographer, and granddaughter of Barthélemi
Faribault, a notary from Berthier.”

One can also gain an insight into the social life of
notaries by studying their commitment at the level
of the wvarious cultural associations which
proliferated, especially in the XIX*" century. The
creation of cultural societies is one of the
outstanding manifestations of the intellectual life
of that period. It is these associations which
established the first libraries and the first reading
rooms in Lower Canada, supported literature, and
encouraged the initiatives of local artists.

By far the most important of these creations were
the Instituts canadiens which became the centers of
European liberal ideas in Canada. After the
foundation of the Montréal /uszirus in 1844 and that
of Québec in 1848, the movement extended its
scope by reaching some thirty towns which
followed suit.”” Each one of them had its own
Institut. Many were the notaries who joined this
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first type of cultural association in French Canada.  gycenpr fnom the Regisme

The notary Eustache Pages” in Longueuil would be  des procis-verbaux
[minutes] de PinstiTur

. : S cavadien du Village de
a notary in Saint-Hyacinthe. These first  jovguecil, Februany 24,

one of its principal promoters, as was Donald George
Morison,”
cultural associations brought together the 18%9.

intellectuals of that era, desirous of freely discussing Y Lamonde Collecrion.
a thousand and one subjects in all fields : political,

economic, social, philosophical, etc.®

In this report, the notary Eustache Pages nicely
sumimarized the intellecual aspirations of the
disciples of the Bstituls canachienswhich were seen
as “schools” for furthering knowledge in all fields
and which encouraged their members to
“deliberate with dignity all the important questions
of sodial interest, public and private.” The Longueuil Fistiti:
canadier? was founded in 1857 with twenty-nine charter

Eustache Pages’s signaTure,
excerpT [rom the Registre des
procis-verbaux [minutes] de

memmbers. These Instinutes having been condemned in 1858 Plvstirur canadien du Village de
by Bishop Ignace Bourget of Montréal, the Longueuil Lowgueuil, February 24, 1879,
group was dissolved in 1860. Yvan Lamonde Collection.
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Louis Archambaulr.
National Archives of Quibec in Monmrial, Quibec
Chamber of Notaries Fonds (P18%/7).

R

Louis Archambault® (1814-1890) was the
first president of the Chambre unigueof the
notaries, created in 1870 at the Institut
canadienof Montréal.

Noraries gathered on August 17,
1937 1o pay homage 1o the
Patriores of 18%7.

52




The ascendancy of Montréal’s lustitut canadien,
undoubtedly the most important of them all,
became significant at all levels of political, social,
and religious life in French Canada. It advocated,
among other issues, the separation of Church and
State, annexation to the United States, compulsory
education, etc. It would finally be condemned by
the Church in 1858 and its members threatened
with excommunication by Bishop Ignace Bourget
of Montréal. Following this, the lustituts canadiens,
found in all four corners of French Canada, would
become merely places to meet and communicate
for all levels of the population.

During these same vyears, three other associations,
with quite similar goals, would see the light of day :
the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste, the Société Aide-toi,
le ciel Faidera |[Heaven helps those who help
themselves] and the Fils de la liberté [Sons of
Liberty]. All three had a liberal bent and the
destiny of the nation was a cause which they held
dear. Once again,
notaries would be the
ones to guide their evo-
lution. However, the
only one of the three to
survive without mishap
the revolutionary tur-
moil [of 1837-1838], was
the Société Saint-Jean-
Baptisre® Notaries also

Social Lile

Victor Morin® (1865-
1960), a bibliophile,
amateur historian, and
writer, was the president
of the Sociéié Saivi-fecn-
Baptisteof Montréal from
1916 to 1924, He initia-
ted the project of a
monumentin memory of
the Patriotes who were
executed in 1838-1830.
He was also president of
the Sociéré historique of
Montréal from 1916 to
1928, of both the Cham-
ber of Notaries of Qué-
bec, from 1930 to 1933,
andthe Socigedardéologle
et de numismatique of
Montréal from 1927 to
1957.

Yictor Morin.

belonged, in large num-
National Archives of Quibec

bers—following in this
the example of the other
professions,—to clubs
or volunteer associa-
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(P183/41).



The voraire as an agenT of dynamism and culture in Quibec sociery

LES

EVENEMENTS

1837-38

Fagtarsy Bigortnus fu (1 vebion Ga Bos Cunds
rai
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Essay by Louis-Napoléon Carrier®

(1837-1912),
Les fvinements de 1837-1838.
Esouisse historiour de

Vinsurrection du Bas-Canada [The
Events of 1837-38. A Historical

Ourline of the Insurrecrion of
Lower Canada], Quibec,

Imprimenie de VEvinement, 1877;

Beavceville, la Compagnie de
publication de IEclaireun,
19214. In this work, the
noTary Carrier gives the
reader A personal
inTerpreTation of this
TumulTuous period in The
history of Quibec.
Bibliothi oue municipale de
Montréal, Salle Gagnon.

Original edition of the
Histoire du Canada depuis sa
découverTe jusou’i Nos Jours
[ The History of Canada From
irs Discovery To the Present
Day] by Frangois-Xavier
GCarneau, Imprimerie de

N. Aubin, Quibec, 184%-
18%2.

Bibliothi oue municipale de
Montréal, Salle Gagnon.

tions such as the Sociré royale er patriotique of
Lower Canada and to various societics devoted
to history and genealogy to which they often
contributed in important ways. One fact remains
clear : if a historical society exists somewhere, if
there are archives to turn to good account, a
museum to be established, there can always be
found a notary ready to lend support.

Finally, the notaries who were themselves
writers, or who inspired the latter, and who were
collectors of names and facts, as well as all sorts
of information, can themselves be found as the
creators of works, sometimes historical,
sometimes scientific in nature, which expressed
a truly original culture and was their contribution
to the literary production of the time.

Frangois-Xavier Garneau
(1809-1866).

Anonymous, Oval-Shaped Lithography,
1866, National Archives of Canada.

Although he was accepted as a notary on 23 June 1830,
Garneau® dedicated his life to the writing of his grandly
conceived overview of the history of Canada which became
the most important work of XIX™ century French Canada.
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As friends of all things literary, they wrote in all
the genres, first as journalists, for the newspaper
was the principal form of expression in the XIX*
century. Notaries would be the founders of
newspapers or its principal reporters. Some of them
wrote in literary genres not widely practiced in
XIX®* century French Canada : the novel, the essay,
and poetry. Others pursued an interest in history
or numismatics. All of these works are important,
not only from a literary point of view, but also
because they turn out to be precious chronicles of
the political and social events of an epoch.

LOBSERVATEUR,

JOURNAT. CRITTQUL. 2

haii; §o cumbata Io pauvals ot §= dis, en Hant, 2 ediatun 1z vérite,

VOL. 1, QUEBEC, 9 MARS, 1852 No

Drawn tejournalism, like many professicnals of the period,
the notary, Louis-Michel Darveau® founded L 'Ohservateur
[The Observed, a journal of humor, in 1858. The newspaper
lasted until 1860 after which he started La Réformewhich
became La Tribuwne in 1863, He is also the author of Nos
bommes de lettres [Our Men of Letters] (1873) containing the
biographies of fourteen writers he had known during his
career as a journalist. This was no doubt the first attempt at
a literary history of French Canada.

Joseph-Tsraél Tarte® is considered to be one of the greatest
journalists of French Canada. He was, for many years, the
editor of Le Canacliern, founded in 1809 by Pierre Bédard to
counteract the anti-French-Canadian influence of the Quebec
Mercury. He collaborated on many newspapers of the day :
Les Lanreriticles, Le Cultivateurand La Pairiewhich he eventually
owned. Journalism led him to a political career. In the Laurier
government he was Minister of Public Works (1896).

S5
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L'Observatevnr, Quibec, 1878
1860, A PAPINEAUIST NEWSPAPER.
Bibliothioue nationale du
Quibec, Aegidius Fauteux.

Joseph-lsrail Tarte
(1848-1907).
L4 Presse.
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Joseph-Patrice Trullier
dit Lacombe (1807~
1863).

Anonymous, Charcoal,
ChAreau Ramezay Museum.

Cover page of La fille du
brigand [The Brigand’s
Daughirer] by Eugine
L'Ecuyer (1822-1898).
Bibliothi oue municipale
de Montréal, Salle

Cagnon.

Cover page of the comedy
entitled Griphon ou la
Vengeance d’uw valer,
1837 [Griphon or the
Yaler’s Revenge] by Pienrne
PeritClair (181%-1860).
Bibliothi oue municipale
de Montréal, Salle

GCagnNon.

The notary Lacombe® is considered to be the “first novelist of the
scil” in Québec. This literary genre was much appreciated by the
public in the second half of the XIX* century. e terre paternelle| The
Family Farm] lirst appeared in the Album Hitéraive et musicalof La
Revue Canadienme(Tebruary 1846, pp. 14-25),

The netary LEcuyer® divided his time between writing and his
profession. He wrote articles for a dozen newspapers and periodicals
of his day. His novel, La fille du brigand, places him among the
pioneers of the Québécois novel. Seven editions were published
between 1844 and 1914, proof of its favorable reception by the
public.

EUGENE LECUYER

A e

La Fille du Brigand

ROMAN CANAIIES

Félix-Gabriel Marchand®
took a lifelong interest in
literature despite a very active
public life. He became a
journalist, then wrote plays and
poetry. His collected works
were published in Meélarnges
podtiquies et liftéraires Montréal,
C.-O. Beauchemin & Fils, 1899,

Un bonheur env ATTiRE UN AUTRE [ ONE
Happiness Arrracrs Avother].
Engraving published in Mélanvges
pottioues 7 liTriraires, Beauchemin
1899, pp. 1-34, announcing This
one-act comedy by F.-A. Marchand,
notary and Prime Minister of Quibec
AT The end of the XIX™ century.
Bibliothigue municipale de
Montréal, Salle Gagnon.

Pierre PetitClair® gave up the career of notary, for which he was

destined, to become a writer. Griphor was his first comedy. He also
wrote ancther entitled Doration as well as poetry.
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Stanley Clark Bagg™ (1820-1873), who was
very much in the public eye in the middle
of the XIX* century, spent fourteen yeats
as a notary before devoting himself to
managing his huge property holdings. He
was the second largest landowner on
the Island of Montréal, after the
Sulpicians. His abiding interest
in numismatics and archeclogy
led to his founding the Sociéis
denurntismatique de Moniréalin
1862 which gave rise to a
museum devoted to archeo-

Stanley Clark Bagg
(1820-187%).
Anonymus, oil on canvas,
Chireau Ramezay Museum.

logy and numismatics housed
in the Chiteau Ramezay.

Joseph-Edmond Roy.
National Archives of Quibec
in Montréal, Chamber of
notaries of Québec Fonds
(P183/28).

Joseph-Edmond Roy* (1858-1913) was the
first director of manuscripts at the National
Archives of Canada, a post which he
occupied from 1908 to 1913, He was also
president of the Chamber of Notaries of
Québec from 1909-1912 and author of the  peroine du
monumental work on the profession entiled  yorariar depuis Ia
Histotredha violerat depuislafondationdelacoboriie . fondation de
Jusqu’a 1nos jours in 4 volumes published  colowie jusou’i
between 1890-1902. He founded the Rewie nos jours, 4

clt rotarial, a periodical which he directed volumes, Livis,
from 1898 to 1913. Since 1956, Roger 1899-1902.
Comtois has cccupied this position.
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L"Anwuaire de Ville-Marie
suivi de recherches
archéologioues er
sTaristioues sur les
institurions catholioues du
Canada - Histoire des
paroisses du diocése de
Monrréal, Montréal,
Librairic-Editeur Z.
Chapeleav, 1867,

7 Tomes, de Louis-Adolphe
Huguer-Latour (1821~
1904).

Bibliothéoue municipale de
Montréal, salle Gagnon.

First librarian of Mont-
réal’s Société bistorigue,
Louis-Adolphe Huguet-
Latour® was the author
of the colossal history of
the parishes of the
Montréal diocese which
has remained of enor-
mous value for scholars
and genealogists.
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Rodolphe Fournier.
Fédération des sociétis
d'histoire du Quibec.

Gérard Morisser in 1960,
National Archives of Quibec
in Quibec, série Oflice du
film du Québec, Newville
Bazin photograph
(E6,57,P910-60-H).

Julien S. Mackay.
Private CollecTion.

Rodolphe Fournier® (1907-198%) orchestrated the association of
local historical societies into a federation to enhance the work of
each and promete historical research. Since 1992, the Chamber of
Notaries awards a prize in his name to a scholar having emphasized
the value of notarial archives in his research.

Gérard Morisset” (1898-1670) produced the fnventcire des cerivres
dartlnventory of Art Works] of French Canada. He served as
director of the Museum of Québec from 1953 to 1965,

Born into a family with a tradition—going back to 1821—of
entering the notarial profession, Julien S. Mackay became one
himself in 1950, practicing in Verdun. He has been extremely active
in the Chamber of Notaries, occupying varicus prominent
positions. From 1968 to 1983, he taught in the University of
Montréal's law school and since 1992 he is president of the Société
Archiv-Histowhaose goal is to make known the documentary value
of notarial archives and constituting the data base known as
Parcheminbased upon official court registers. He was named to the
Order of Canada in 1994,
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Veut et ordonne que la seigneurie de la Salle moulins

a eau, 4 farine et 4 scie, avec sa maison en cette ville rue

St Joseph etl'emplacement qui en depens scient et appartien
nent par charité 4 l'université qui doit s'établir en cette
province pour ITducation de la Jeunesse i la charge

que ses parents y receveront I'Education gratis et jusqu’

a ce que ladite université soit établie, ses exécuteur
testamentaire auront 'administration des revenus de ladite
seigneurie, et maison en ville, et que ces revenus seront
mis en masse pour l'usage de ladite université et

lorsqu elle sera fondée 1 administration sera réunis au
directeur de ladite université aussitot qu'ils seront...

Excerpt [rom the will of Simon
SANGUINET.

National Archives of Quibec in
Montréal, Lovis Chaboillez
Records, March 14, 1790
(CR-601, S1).

The will of notary Simon Sanguinet® (1733-1790) left a
bequest of eleven thausand pounds to create the University
of Montréal. Thus, nearly a quarter of a century before James
McGill, a French-Canadian notary bequeathed a portion of
his fortune to create a university in the Province of Québec.
Unfortunately, the will was contested by Sanguinet's heirs and,
after a long and costly trial, the court ruled in favor of the
heits in 1792.
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Notaries and the Birth of the School System in French Canada

Protagonists of European liberal ideas, notaries
reveal themselves not only through their
readings or their social relationships, but also
by their involvement in the development of
education in French Canada.

Key figures in the parishes of the XIX'" century,
notaries contested the clergy’s dominating
influence, especially with regard to education.”
They would always refuse to allow the Church
to have sole responsibility for school
administration and, as parish trustees [syndics],

they would intervene in the management of
parish [fabrigue] schools created in 1824 and
then in 1829 in the public schools which came
under the aegis of the Parliament of Lower
Canada and which excluded the clergy from
their administration.

GUIDE

oL

L'INSTITUTEUR,

CONTENANT

UNE SERIE DE REPONSES

AT QUESTIONS INSERSNE DANS LA CIRCULAINE S0. 12
DE SURINTIENDANT DUCATION & e
TERSES RRANCHES 1'[ i -
PAN LA LOIDES 2

DANS LE BAS-CANADA.
Cosnesfies sl ees. mponses o it seal & meme mren
IJESTIN]:‘ A L'USAGE DES HCOLES.

PAR F. X. VALADE, Eenyer.

Guide de Vinstitureur, Montréal,
18%71.

Bibliothioue municipale de
Monrial, salle Gagnon.

Frangois-Xavier Valade' (1803-1893) became
anotary in 1835 and coupled his professional
duties as a notary with those of a teacher. His
model school in Longueuil was housed in the
parish huilding of Saint-Antoine de Padoue. In
1850, he published a Gutidle de I'Fstituterrwhich
is one of the rare pedagogical publications of
that period. He went on to become a School
Inspector for the counties of Hochelaga,
Vaudreuil, Soulanges, and Jacques Cartier from
1853 to 1873.

Frangois-Xavier Yalade.
Simonne Brais Collection.
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Jean-Joseph Girouard™™
(1795-1855) and his wile
Emilie Berthelot (1816-
1896) devoted the last
years of their lives to the
construction of the You-
ville Hospice which they
viewed as the achieverment
of their lifetimes. This
charitable enterprise was
dedicated to the education
of young women and the
care of the elderly. Grand-
son of the artist Baillargé,
Girouard himself drew up
the plan for the building
and the chapel decor. To
finance this humanitarian undertaking, he used the money
he had received in 1863 as an indemnity for the losses he
had sustained during the Rebellions of 1837-1838. The
building remains in St. Benoit, Deux Montagnes County,

where it still serves the needs of the elderly™.

Jean-Joseph Girouard.
Anonymus, National Archives
of Canada.

(C-133433).

-‘?"“h

Marie-Enilie Berthelor.

Jean-Joseph Girouard, oil on canvas,
1871, Ardchives du Cenmre de
recherche Lionel-Groulx, Famillies
Girouard er Berthelor fonds
(P4/3,1.6).

Hospice d’Youville at Saint-Benoir.
Soeturs Grises de MonTrial.
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In 1808, Jean-Marie Mondelet' (1773-1843)
defended a proposal that defined the
qualifications required of those wanting to
become notaries; it encouraged further study and
shortened the period of apprenticeship for those
who held college degrees. Although adopted by
the Legislative Assembly, the statute was not
ratified by the Legislative Council.

Notaries and the Birth of the School System in French Canada

As ardent defenders of universal
education, the notaries sought to
establish a system of public
education, despite the protests of |
the clergy, and participated in the |
management of schools and, later, in

the administration of school boards.

They would also try, by all the means
at their disposal, to impose their ideals

on the educational system for they saw
that instruction was the source of progress

and liberty. As clerk of the parish council of
Notre Dame in Montreal, the notary Jean-

Guillaume Delisle intervened, along with the

. . Jean-Marie Mondeler.
parish wardens, in the government of St. MR S T

Raphael School by proposing a more liberal Chireau Ramezay Museun.

program of studies.'® As lay administrators, the

notaries Joseph-Narcisse Cardina

119 and

Frangois-Georges Lepailleur drafted, in 1829,
and again in 183Z, many reports on the
administration of the parish school of Saint-
Joachim, and closely supervised the education
of the children. Likewise, Barthélemy Jolictte
did not hesitate to replace the teaching of Latin
with mathematics and English in the school
whose construction he had paid for with his

own funds.!%
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Joseph Laurin.
AnToine Plamondon, oil on canvas,
1841, Musée du Québec (64.70).

TRAITE

DARITIIMETIQUE,
CONTRNANT

INE CLAIRE BT FAMILIERL DXPLICATION DF 803
PRINCIFES, BT SUIVI DTN TRAITE DALGERKE.

———

AR

Jos. LAURIN ¢

wiitenant

Jeelésiastique de Québec,
m frail.

QUEREC,
CIE IPHMAURS-Limapis,
N8

=36,

Joseph Laurin' (1811-1888) had been a professor at the
College of Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pocatiere after leaving the
Québhec Seminary. He began his career as a notary in 1830,
His teaching experience had shown him the need for books.
From 1830 to 1839, he published a treatise on arithmetic,
one on teaching children, one on bockkeeping, and an
elementary textbook on geography. In 1840, Laurin
Pparticipated in setting up the Association of Notaries of
the District of Québec. He was the force behind the
adoption in 1847 of the first law crganizing the profession
into a corporation. This exhibit was set up to mark the
anniversary of this event.

Until the State took over the responsibility for education,
notaries were in the forefront of the movement to offer
an elementary education to the population of Québec.
Pierre-Louis Deschenaux joined with the curé Louis-M.-
F. Brassard to create a school in Nicolet destined to

become the Seminary of Nicolet.

In other regions, the efforts of the liberal
professions would combine with those of the
clergy to provide the population with an
appropriate elementary education. The notary
Pierre-Louis Deschenaux joined with the pastor
Louis-Marie-Ferdinand Brassard in his effort to
establish a parish school which later became the
Nicolet Seminary.'® Up to the time of the
definitive takeover of education by the State,
enlightened notaries fought against the
inadequacies of the school system. They
encouraged the founding of schools and, in some
instances, even assumed the costs associated
with building and establishing them.

Traité d'arithninioue, contenant une claire e1 faniliire
explication de ses principes, er suivi d’'un TRAITE

dalgébre, Quibec, 18%6.

Bibliothi oue municipale de Montréal, salle Gagnon.
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Adolphe Guiller dir Tourangeau.
National Archives of Québec in Québec,
Livernois Family Fonds, Phorograph by
Livernois (P760, $2, PF00370-11973).

Adolphe Guillet dit Tourangeau™ (1831-1894)
was elected mayor of Québec in 1863 just before
a serious economic crisis. As mayor, he
concentrated upon instifuting better control over
the city’s budget and reducing the city's debt.
Mayor from 1863 to 1866, he served again from
1869 te 1870, From 1870 to 1874 he served in
the House of Commons representing Québec-
East,

Engraving of Quibec’s City Hall in May 1870.
L"Opinion publioue, 26 May 1870.
Bibliothigue municipale de Montréal, Salle
Gagnon.




SAC municipa! .S,cau

The introduction of a municipal system of
government, in the first half of the XIX'" century,
was carried out due largely to the considerable
involvement of the notaries in this sector of public
life. On account of their profession, but also
because they were defined culturally as persons
worthy of trust, they played an outstanding role in
the establishment of the first municipalities,
between 1840 and 1850, as decreed by the Durham
Report.

The first municipal council of the city of Québec,
set up as early as 1833, was dominated by members
of the professional class. The districts of Saint-
Louis, the Seminary, Saint-Charles, Sainte-
Genevieve, and Dorchester, demarcated by the Act

In The Political Arena

Edmund Willoughby Sewell,
Trois-Mits carnis sur Ic
Saint-Lavrent [Souare-Rigged
Three-Masted Vessel],
Quibec, 1870, Oil on canvas.
MonTréal, Musée des Beaux-
Arts Collection. Gilr ol the
J.-A. DeSeve Estate,
Photograph by Christine
Gyest (19837.24).
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Louis Lacoste, lirst mayor of
Boucherville.
NaTvional Archives of Québec
in Montréal.

of Incorporation of Québec City in 1831, were
represented in that order by the notaries Charles

M. Defoy, Louis-Edouard Glackemeyer, Michel

Tessier, and Jean Guillet dit Tourangeau.!?

In the regions, the notary’s position within the
framework of municipal life assumed many aspects.
The first meetings of a Municipal Council were
generally held in the notary’s office. For example,
the town of L.’Assomption, capital of the region
situated northeast of Montréal, was set up as a
municipality by the formation of a Municipal
Council in 1846. Not having a place to hold
meetings, they used the office of the notary Eugéne
Archambault for this purpose.!!! Experienced as
thev were in business matters, notaries were not
content with simply playing the role of witnesses;
they were sought after to carry out duties of
responsibility in these municipalities. They were
almost automatically given the office of clerk-
treasurer and, in many places, the notary was the
only official in the municipality.

As a matter of fact, the history of numerous cities
and towns was attached for a quarter or a half-
century to the name of a single notary. The civic
history of Boucherville, for example, is linked to
one name, that of the Honorable Louis Lacoste,''?
recognized as the leading light in guiding that
locality. As a man of prominence in his professional

Louis Lacoste (1798-1878) became the first mayor of
Boucherville and occupied that post for more than twenty
years. He represented the Chambly region in the Legislative
Assembly from 1834 to 1864, After serving on the Legislative
Council, he became a senator in 1867 until his death in 1878
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carcer, he had been directly elected by his fellow
citizens at the first municipal session in 1857 and
became the first mayor of the city.

Municipal self-government would remain for along
period of time a real innovation in Lower Canada
and those notaries who were the first to exercise
this new administrative power could only, at first,
contribute their good will in serving the public
good. At the beginning of the XX% century, the
work of setting up the municipal structure, which
preceded the recognition of a municipality by the
authorities, would still be the outcome of a labor-
intensive process, often the work of a single notary.
T'he zeal of some notaries went so far as to become
involved in several municipalities; the notary
Desrochers,'® at the beginning of the XX century,
occupied the position of clerk for the municipalities
of Saint-Basile, Saint-Mathias, and Saint-Jean-
Baptiste-de-Rouville.

The unshakeable attachment of notaries to their
region, went far beyond their civic functions and
the organization of the municipality. A pioneer of
the city of Alma, the notary ].-Alphonse Gingras,!**
encouraged companies to set up business in his
region, most notable among them the Québec
Development Corporation whose accredited notary
he became. He had also been personally involved
in the municipal organization of Saint-Joseph-
d’Alma, recognized as a city in 1924 and whose clerk
he would become. Notaries thus very often
constituted themselves as agents of economic
development for their region and, in doing so,
dominated the public life of their communities.
Nor did they hesitate to enter the political arena
in order to promote or defend the needs of their
community.
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Denis- Emery Papineau
(1819-1890), notary of the
Municipal Corporation of the
City of Montréal from 1843
T0o 1890.

National Archives of Quibec in
Monmial, Québec Chamber of
Notaries Fonds (P-183\7).

J.-Alphonse Gingras
(1878-1976).
Société d'histoire du Lac-SainT-

Jean Collecrion.
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SAG ﬁaﬁ ona! .S,cen.e

After the passage of the Constitutional Act
of 1791, the members of the first elective
assembly were drawn from the new
French-Canadian bourgeoisie composed of
professional people. Because they held the
majority of seats in the Assembly, they soon

Touis Bourdages™ (1764-1835), a radical Fatriote
leader, participated in the formulation of 92
Resolutions listing the demands of the Assembly
which had a French-speaking majority whereas
the Legislative Council represented English
interests. In this oil painting by J.-B. Roy-Audy, ™
Bourdages is helding the parchment showing

Louvis Bourdages.

Jean-Bapriste Roy-Audy, oil on canvas the central resolution which demanded that
r r
1834 C, Photograph by Patrick members of the Legislative Council be elected.
Alrman, Musée du Québec (77.27). An orator of greattalent, he was an effective
debater.

Ouverture du parlement de Québec en 1791.
Assemblée naTionale du Québec, Fonds des moyens de communication (Québec)
Marc Lajoie eT Bernard Vallée (21-706-17).
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Louis Lacoste. Jean-Joseph Girouard.

Notaries of this period held liberal
ideas. They counseled the Patriotesand
helped organize the insurrection.
Eighteen notaries participated in the
Uprisings of 1837-1838 and four of
them died on the scaffold. ™"

Silhouertes of Tthe Parriores notaries who
participated in The Rebellions of 1837-18738.
From Le nvoraire e la vie ovoridienne des
origines A 1870 [The Notary and Daily Life
André Jobin. From the Beginning 1o 1870] of Héline André Bouchard-Lavallée.
Lafortune and Normand Robert, Monmréal,
MinisTry of Cultural Affairs of Quibec,
1986.

André-Augustin Papineav. Félix Chénier.

/

Andre-Benjamin Papineav.  Hyacinthe-F. Charlebois.
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demanded to be named to ministerial
positions of responsibility and to obtain a
greater control of political institutions.
Tensions arose rather quickly between
the Assembly on the one hand and the
Legislative Council, representing the
English population, on the other. These
strained relationships would eventually
lead to the Rebellions of 1837-1838 in
which notaries as a group plaved an
active role.

Monument erected To memorialize
the Patriores of 1837-1838.
Photo : Normand RoberT.

After the failure of these Rebellions,
the notaries would, nonetheless,
continue to participate in the dis-

cussions of the Assembly and
bring pressure to bear in order to
ensure the full implementation
of parliamentary government.
Under the Regime of Union
instituted in 1840, and during
the vears which followed, no-
taries continued to be the
natural leaders of Québec
society and to dominate in
the electorate. Deputies,
who were also notaries, were
numerous, and among
them can be found per-
sonalities of the first rank,
like Joseph Girouard,

Joseph Laurin, Luc
Letellier de Saint-Just,

Louis Lacoste, André
Jobin, etc. An autono-
mous political system

for Québec, which



In The Political Arena

came about as a result of the Confederation of
Canada in 1867, would ensure that the French-
Canadian elite would obtain the majority of seats
in the provincial political system. Starting with the
Félix-Gabriel Marchand government
in 1897, the Council of Ministers
would, little by little, come to be
dominated by French-Canadian
members of the professions, especially

‘o 118
lawyers, doctors, and notaries.

Paralleling the stiff battle to achieve
their political aspirations, notaries
were also fighting, no less rigorously,
on another front—that of organizing
themselves in a professional body. In
the first third of the XIX* century, the
notaries Jean-Marie Mondelet and
Joseph Laurin had tried in vain to
bring to a vote a law organizing the
profession. In 1846, Laurin,'*® who was
then the representative of Lotbiniére
County, returned to the attack by
proposing a bill to establish the first
Chambers of Notaries for the districts
of Québec-Gaspésie, Montréal, and
Trois-Riviéres-Saint-Frangois. After
many amendments by the Legislative

Félix-Gabriel Marchand

: : (1832.1900).
Council, the first organic law on the Assemblée nationale du Quibec.

profession was finally sanctioned on

July 28, 1847. This remarkable

Parallelement au notariat qu'il exerca pendant plus de 40 ans
(1855-1890), Félix-Gabriel Marchand® mena une longue
carriere poliique qui le conduisit 4 la fonction de Premier
Ministre en 1897, From 1894 to 1897, he had served as
president of the Chamber of Notaries of Québec.
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legislative effort marked a turning
point in the development that the
notarial profession was destined to
achieve; it was the point of departure
of a definite institutional structure
which subsequently led to the creation
of a single Chamber of Notaries in 1870.

André Jobin'? (1780-1852) was also a Patriote
He later became a member of the Assembly
{1843 t0 1851) and a supportter of the Reform
leader Louis-Hyppolyte Lafontaine. As first
president of Montréal Chamber of Notaries,
in 1850, he drafted a bill to tighten the power
of these Chambers, created in 1847,

André Jobin.
Pormait Taken Irom the Revue du worariaz,
volume 7, numéro 1, 1900-1901, p. 25.
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A list of the lirst noTaries elecred as representatives of the Montréal Chamber which was founded
following the adoprion of the Law of 28 July 1847. Absent from this list are : Louis Lacoste, Jean-
Joseph Girouard, Henri Aubertin and Godlroy Chagnon.

Excerpt Irom the Register of Foundation, Dismrict of Montréal, Chamber of Notaries Fonds,
National Archives of Quibec in Monméal.
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COnciudion

One of the principal objectives of this exhibit
consisted in bringing to light the private life of
notaries, too little known but, oh how significant,
when set in the historical, cultural, and artistic
milicu of the XIX™ century. From this viewpoint,
notaries as a group could be appreciated as
professionals, but also contributed to our discovery
of an “art of living,” that of the French-speaking
society of Lower Canada’s elite in the middle of
the XIX™ century.

Contrary to the stilted image sometimes conveyed
of them, notaries constitute one of the professions
which best adapted itself and made the most of all
the resources at its disposal, in spite of the fetters
of colonial domination which left its mark on the
evolution of the profession. The carcers of certain
notaries demonstrate in a striking manner that the
profession goes hand-in-hand with success as well
as social and cultural prestige.

As an open window on society, this exhibit also
sought to highlight the omnipresence of this group
in public life at the dawn of the creation of the
first Chambers of Notaries in 1847, Overall, what
emerges 1s that notaries provided contributions as
original as they were significant to community
development in all spheres of activity, be they
academic, municipal, or political. Although this
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exhibit is based upon an abundant documentation
from archival holdings and a great many printed
sources, it is nonetheless limited in scope and points
out the need to pursue this study of both the private
as well as the public lives of the notaries of old

Québec.

At the conclusion of what has been a wonderful
adventure, we are convinced that the history of
Québec’s notaries and their profession can only be
enhanced by putting the corporate history of the
profession side by side with the personal lives of
its members.

76



.S)ourceé of jigmfmﬁona

/91-5 vale Coiﬂch ions

Mme Eve Beauregard-Malak
Me Danielle Blanchard
Mme Simone Brais

Me Michel Dionne

M. Edouard Doucet

Mme Madeleine Ferron
Mme France Lafernére-Cordeau
M. Yvan Lamonde

Me André Lavigne

Mme Marguerite L’Heureux
Me Julien S. Mackay

M. Jacques Nadeau

Me Charles-A. Roberge

M. Normand Robert

jndfituﬁond

Archives nationales du Canada

W

Archives nationales du Québec
Montréal

W

Archives nationales du Québec

Québec
Assemblée nationale du Québec

Bibliothéque municipale de
Montréal

Bibliothéque nationale du Québec
Caron, Bélanger, Ernst and Young
Centre de recherche Lionel-Groulx

Fédération des sociétés d’histoire du

Québec
Insectarium de Montréal

Jardin botanique de Montréal



The voraire as an agenT of dynamism and culture in Quibec sociery

[:.a Confédération des caisses

populaires et d’économie Desjardins

du Québec

L:a Presse - Service des archives
photographiques

L.a succession Judith-Jasmin
Le Devoir

Les Grands Ballets Canadiens
Musée de ’Amérique frangaise
Musée d’art de Joliette

Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal
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1. See his biography in the Dictionnaire biographigue du Canadea, vol. 1, Québec, Les Presses de
I'Université Laval, 1966, pp. 612-613,

2. For the factual history of Canadian notaries, see Jaseph-Edmond Ray, Histoire du notaricat au
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